
 

MINUTES OF THE CALLED MEETING OF 

THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

TOWN OF MINT HILL, NORTH CAROLINA 

JULY 17, 2014 

 

The Board of Commissioners of the Town of Mint Hill met in called session on Thursday, July 

17, 2014 at 6:40 p.m. in the John M. McEwen Assembly Room, Mint Hill Town Hall. 

 

ATTENDANCE 

Mayor: Ted H. Biggers, Jr. 

Commissioners: Lloyd Austin, Carl M. Ellington, Richard Newton and Katrina (Tina) W. Ross 

Town Manager: Brian L. Welch 

Deputy Town Manager: Lee Bailey 

Senior Planner: John Hoard 

Town Clerk: Michelle Wells Farrar 

 

Mayor Biggers called the meeting to order, ruled a quorum present and the meeting duly 

constituted to carry on business. The purpose of the called meeting was to hold the Quarterly 

Developers’ Workshop scheduled for the first Board meeting of each quarter.  

 

Mayor Biggers recognized Brent Cowan, PE, with the Isaacs Group.  Mr. Cowan stated he 

wished to discuss the possibility of a text amendment for private roads and that he was asked by 

Keith Paris, Cheval, to get feedback from the Board and possible verbiage for a text amendment.  

Cheval would like to have one private road in one section called the Enclave.  The width and the 

cross section would be up to Town standards and would have mechanisms for the gate to allow 

for Police, Fire, EMS and trash services.    He said they had been typing some text but wanted a 

feel for what the Board would like to see because a text amendment would apply to the entire 

Town not just this specific development.  Mr. Cowan stated the Homeowners Association would 

provide road maintenance, including snow plowing if needed.   

 

Commissioner Ross asked if the road was under construction now and he replied that the street 

was Piaffe Avenue.  Mayor Biggers asked what services they were requesting in addition to 

Fire/Police/EMS?  He thought they may want to make it into a private driveway with several 

houses.  If there was a locked gate then how would emergency personnel access the homes?  

There would be a locked box to gain access and the emergency personnel would have a key.  

Commissioner Austin asked what would happen when the roads were icy or the road needed 

paving?  Mr. Cowan stated the Final Plat would show the roads were private and weren’t the 

Town’s responsibility.  Mayor Biggers stated a similar situation had happened before and it had 

ended with the Town taking them over.  Manager Welch stated the time it took to gain access in 

an emergency situation could be the difference in living and dying. When asked if each 

emergency vehicle could come equipped with a mechanism to open the gates without using the 

locked box, Manager Welch asked who would maintain and provide upkeep for said equipment.   

 

Commissioner Ross stated that other areas have gated communities and access to locked boxes 

and suggested more research be done to see how it was handled in other communities.  Mayor 



Biggers stated he had no problem with allowing trash collection for a private road but that the 

other issues would have to be cleared up.  Commissioner Austin stated the homeowners would 

need to be aware they were responsible for the road maintenance and ice/snow removal.  

Commissioner Ellington said the Town had been through this before and the homeowners 

complained to the Town and the Town ended up taking them over.  Commissioner Ross stated 

that if the road was built to Town standards that would be best.  Commissioner Ellington said the 

gate was the issue.  Commissioner Ross stated it would behoove the Town to look into how other 

areas handled the issue.  Manager Welch mentioned that culverts on a private street aren’t the 

same as public streets which receive storm water services.  Commissioner Newton said other 

municipalities do have gated communities.  Commissioner Ross stated Cheval was a “top notch” 

development.  Mr. Cowan thanked the Board for their time and said he would take the 

information back and they would work with Staff. 

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mayor Biggers adjourned the 

Developers’ Workshop at 6:59 p.m.  

 

 

 

              

        Michelle Wells Farrar, Town Clerk 


